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and to break off from thoſe Things 
which provoke Him to Anger, before : 
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fires that are in my Soul, that you i a 
may be prevailed upon to embrace 

: the Day of God's Merciful. Viſita» © 
tion, Which is extended unto Fur. 
Souls ot Jeſus Chriſt our Lord; tat h a 
the Complaint that was taken up e 2 
Feruſalem of Old, may not be taken up - | 
againſt any of you: Fortwe find, that ſuch + 
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was the Kindneſs of the. Lord to 'the People : 

Jof that great City, that He would often I 
have Gathered them, but they would not be 1 

| Gathered, although the Lord in Kindneſs, . _ 
Mercy ſent wy” Servants; and Prophets 9 — 
I mongſt them, to call them tt break off os - 
{| their Wickedneſs: Yet ſuch was their Had. 
eis and Impenitency, that they killed: be 
IFvopbets, and Stoned them that Were ſent ok 
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God to call unto them for Repentance and 
Amendment of Life; and * e was 
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greatly td be lamented, they perſiſted on in 
their Wickedneſs to that Degree, that the 

Lord gave over ſtriving with them; and when 
= their Day of Viſitation was over, our Savi - 
dodur Wept over them, and ſaid, Oh Feruſalen, 
Feraſalen ] thou that hilleſt the Prophets, and 

lane ſt them that are ſent unto thee, bow often 
would I bave gathered thy Children together, 

—_ wen aa Hen gathereth ber Chickens under 

be, Wings, and ye would not: Behold your 

„ Houfe is left unto you deſolate,” Mat. 23. 37. A 

very diſmal State indeed! I fervently deſire, 
that this may never be the State of any: And 
in order that it may not, I beſeech you, in 

J the Love of Chriſt, to break off from your 

Sins by true and unfeigned Repentance, while 
the Lord in his Mercy and Kindneſs is inward- 

Is ſtriving with you, by his Holy Spirit, to 
reclaim you from them. For ſuch is the Kind- 
neſs and Mercy of the Almighty God unto all 

Mankind, that he gives to every Man a Day o 

—_— . Viſitation, in which Day of Viſitation He is 

—_— Xxcracoully pleaſed to ſtrive with them inward: 

Ip by his Holy Spirit. The Lord ſtrove with 
the People of the Old World by his Spirit, to 
reclaim them; but after he had long ſtriven 
with them, and they would not be reclaimed 

From their Wicked and Evil Doings, he ſa id. 

concerning, them, That his Spirit ſhould n 

always ſtrive with Man, for that he alſo 1 
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See 


= £4, Gen. 6. 3. And you may find, how b 
= through 'perſifting on in their Wickednelg f. 
= the ovoked the Lord to ſweep them away 


in his Anger, they went on in thoſe thing 
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I that provoked the Lord to Anger: Wat did. 
not truly confider what would be the Conſe- 
in] quence of their ſo doing; they did fo little 
be] conſider how near they were to periſh in ther 
en Iniquities, . that the Scripture faith, They cat, 3 
vi- and drank, and married, and were given in © 
m, Marriage, until the Day that Noah entred ants 
10 A, MAE ͥ ² 66“. ooo IE 
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en] And as in other things, ſo in that of Mar- ñ 
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riage, they did mightily provoke the Lord tag 


Anger; for it's ſaid, The Sons of God took to 


themſelves Wives of the Daughters of Men, 
of all which they choſe. And the Conſequence 


thereof was very diſmal, - for they were cut 
off in Anger, who thus provoked the Lord by 


Marrying out of his Counſel, contrary to his 
Mind, as well as the reſt of the Wicked. Oh! 
that this might be Warning to all to be care» 
ful, that they do not provoke the Lord, by 
Marrying out of his Counſel, left he turn his 


Hand in Judgment againſt them, as he did 


againſt thoſe People in the old World. And 
we may read in the Book of Ezra, Chap. 9. 
how that the fierce Wrath of the Lord was 
come upon Iſrael, becauſe they had raten ro 


themſelves nf Fs | 
Now, theſe are things | 
and I deſire they may be truly conſidered, 


for he that was provoked with the People in 
the old World, and with the Fews for their 
Wicked and Ungodly Doings, he is provoked 
| with many of the People in this our Day, 

becauſe of their Wicked and Ungodly Doings, 
for which he will afſuredly puniſh them in 


of great weight, 
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their Evil Ways, while the Day 
of his merciful Viſitation is extended unto 
them; foz he hath wheted his Swozd, and 
bent his Sow, and he will be avenged on 
the Wozkers of Iniquitp. 
Therefore I call unto you from a Cones 
that I am under for your Eternal Welfare, to 
epare to meet the Lord, while the Day off 2 
1 Mercy is extended unto you, leſt a Day] "| 
of Calamity and Sorrow overtake you; for &ﬀ 
_ the Lord is highly provoked (and his Spirit * 
ieved) with t wo ickedneſs that doth a · © 
und in this Generation, and he will bring! 
«Da of Great Humiliation and Sorrow upon t] 
many, if they do not ſpeedily Repent, and . 
return from the Evil of thei Ways. Oh]! 
| how many of the provoking Sins of Sodom: dof 
_ abound in this Age, for which God will aſſur -E 
edly viſit Mankind in his fore diſpleaſure, if“ 
they will not anſwer his Call, Nich! is to © 
come out of them. E 
Therefore be entreated for vont Souls E. 
ternal Welfare, ta anſwer when the Lord 
Calls, leſt the time come that you call, and 
he will not anſwer, which will be dreadful. 
See Proverbs, Chap. I. from Verſ. 24, to Verſ. 
31. Becauſe I habe called, and ye refuſed, 1 
have 'flretched out my Hand, und no Man re- 
garded, Fe ye have ſet at nought, all my 70 
l and would none of my Reproof : I alſc 
wil Laugh at your Calamity, I will mock, whe 
n Fear cometh; when your. Fear cometh py 
e and your Deftrutti on cometh as a 
2 1 8 Whirlwind ; 
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pen hon yea, then ſball they.call apon me, bur'l i 


will nat anſwer; they ſhall fee ne early; hut 


So ĩt is plainly manifeſt, the Lord will not 
abyays ſtrive with Man: He ſtrove long with 
the, People of Juel, that went into ENI 
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things; but when tliey ſtill -perſiſted; and 
would not be reclaimed, you may find how He 


turned his Hand in Judgment againſt thoſe 
very People, whom he had choſen above all 
the People of the Earth. So that the Apoſtle 


ſaith, That Three and Twenty Thouſand df, 


them fell in one Day: and he gives the Reafoti. 


why they fell, i. e. Becauſe tbey luſted after _ x 


ſhall not find me, for tbat they bated Rum 
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Evil Things. Oh! that the Children of Men 
in aur time would but make a right Appli- 


cation of theſe things: For if the Lord turn- 
ed his Hand in Judgment againft thoſe that 


were once his peculiar and choſen People; - 
when they luſted after Evil things, how can 
they expect other, but that God will turn his IM 
Hand in Judgment againſt them, if they Luſt 
after Evil things, as they did? And as was faid' i 
unto Vael, Turn ye, turn ye, why will ye dies? 
Ezek. 33. 11. ſo ſay I unto you, Turn ye, 


turn ye from your Evil Ways, why will you 
die? Why will you go on, and perſiſt in that 


which provokes the Lord to Anger, and: fo | 
bring Miſery upon your Souls to all Eternity? || 
If you will turn to the Lord with all your . il 

for he is Gra- al 
„„ _ cious 
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Hearts, He will have Mercy 3 
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cious and Merciful, and will abundantly Par. | » 
don; as. was faid of Old, Iiab, Chap. 55. Þ 
', "Verſ. 7. Let the Wicked forſake bis Way, and i. 
Ihe Unrighteous Man his Thoughts, and let him || n 
return unto the Lord, and be will haue Mercy I 
_ fon bin, and to our God, for be will abun- t 
t 
It is not turning from one Profeſſion of Re- 
U. cgion to another, that will turn away the 
=. Wrath of the Lord from Men, if they do not 
turn away from their Iniquities: So I beſeech 
Fou, into whoſe Hands theſe may come, to 
Tee that you turn from that which grieves 
the Lord, that ſo you may eſcape the Wrath 
to come, and turn to that Divine Light, by 
which every Man that cometh into the World 
is enlightned, (Jobn 1.) which Light gives 
a Diſcovery of, and brings Trouble and Sor- 
ro upon Men for that which is Evil, during 
the Day of their Viſitation ; in which Divine 
Light, there is Power and Sufficiency to give 
the Soul Victory over all that which is Evil, 
Where People come to believe in it, and walk 
in it: In which Holy Light, all tbe Nations: 
f them that are ſaved muſt walk. For it is 
certain, that when Men go into that, which 
I they are inwardly reproved for by the Light 
of Chriſt in their own Hearts, they diſpleaſe || 
—_ God. 80 ſee that Fo come out of thoſe | 
things, that the Light inwardly diſcovers to 
be Evil, and ſecretly reproves' you for, or 
_—_ cl you will not be Fuſt ed in the Sight of 
8 God, although you may be high in Profeſſion, 
and ſtrict in obſerving a great many out- 
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ward Obſervations: For it is not Mens hing 
Pretences to Religion, or their being ſtri 
in obſerving of a great many outward Cere- 


monies,” that will render them acceptable iin ³⁵⁸ 


God's Sight, if they are ſuch as Rebel againſt 4 
the Light, and Holy Spirit of God in their 


OWN Hear 8. > 


I. beſeech you ſeriouſſy to conſider, what 
ſignified all the Fems outward: Obſervations © 
and Ceremonies, when they Rebelled againſt BM 
the Holy Spirit of God in their own, Hearts MM 
for God gave them of his good Spirit to In- 


ſtruct them; but that Which was their great 


os ©", 


Unhappine . they rebelled againſt it, and 4 
then to what purpoſe was the Multitude of 


their Sacrifices: for he ſaith, Bring no-more 


vain Oblations, Incenſe is Abominat ion unis 
of Aſſemblies I cannot away with it is Inigu. 
ty, even the Solemn Meeting: Tour New Moons: 
and your appointed Feaſts. my Soul hateth, they . 
are a trouble unto me, Iam weary to bear them: _ 
And when you ſpread forth your Hands, Ii 


hide mine Fyes from yon; . yea, when ye make 


many Prayers I will not hear. Tour Hands are full 
of Blood; waſh ye, make you clean, put away 


the Evil of your Doings from before nine yes; 


ceaſe to do Evil, learn to do well; ſeek. Fudg- * 1 
nent, relieve the Oppreſſed, judge the. Father--_ 
leſs, plead for the Widow, Come now and let as *Þ 
reaſon together, ſaith the Lord, though hour 
Sins be as Scarlet, they ſhall be az white a Snom;, | 
though they be Red like Crimſon, they ſhall beas 
Wool;” Tf you be willing and obedient, ye Hb 
e Co oo 
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dai ihe God of 4 but if y 0 6 . and 


Rebel, ye ſhall be devourtd with 15. Sword : 115 | 


the- Month of the Lord bath ſpoken. 55 Tfaa 
Gbap. I. from Verſ. 13, to Verl. 21. Ac 


480 ſee, all you Profeſſors, what Name of 


Religion ſoever vou go under, that You do 
not value your ſelves upon your Prefeffion, 


or upon your Outward "Obſervations, 'and 


Empty Performances: for you may find by 
what is aforeſaid, That the Obſervations of 


the Fes did not avail in the. Si ght of God, 


when khey were found in thoſe Rhing that 
grieved him; although he had 7 required 
the Performance of ole outward d Solemnities 
and Obſervatzons, AS aforeſaid.” And I ſay 
to you, That all your outward Obſervations 
and Ceremonies will not avail in the N + 1 
God; for nothing ſhort of knowing'the 

to work a Change in the Heart, will 3 254111 in 
his Sight, as the Apoftle Paul well obſerves, 
that He is not à Few, who is one outwardly 
neither is that Circumei ion which 25. out roar 74 
in the Fleſh: But be is 4 Few who i i "one 
inwardly, and Cireumtiſe on 10 7 the Heart, 
Rom. „ 


And as Paul ſaith braids the TY fo it 


may be truly ſaid Ge nine the Chriſtian, 


that he 18 not a true and real Chriſtian, who is 


I 


one outwardly, altho he has been qutwardly 
{ Baptized, and received the Bread and Vine, and 
may obſerve a great many. outward Ceremo- 


nies, if he is not one inwardly in his Heart to 
the Lord: for the Baptiſm that ſaves, as (faith 
| the Apoſtle, 1 Per, Ch. 3. V. * 2 * 
ring 
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ting away the Filth of the Fleſh, 
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Sanctification in their Hearts, that they m 


know their Hearts to be purified, and ma 
the Holy Ghoft 


, 


neſs inward, Communion with him, ur, 
Chap. 1, Verſ. 8. that ſo they may be fitted cr 


that Kingdom, into which nothing that is un- 


clean can enter. Know ye not, ſaith the Ap 


ſtle, 1 Cor. 6. 9. and 11. that abe Unrighteone 
ſhall not inherit the Kingdom of. God ? Be not de- 
ce I Ve d, ue 4 be 4 Far NICATOXS, + not \Idolater 4, 20t 


Adalterers, nor Efeminate,. nor Abuſere f 
themſelves with Mankind; nor Thieves, not go 
vetous, nor Drunkards, nor Revilers,. non -- 
tortioners ſhal! inherit the Kingdom of God And 
| ſuch were ſome of your: but | ye are, waſhed, bs 
ye are ſanttified, but ye are juſtified in the e 


of the Lord: Feſws, and by dhe Spirit of our Gods | 
his is the great thing that is wanting in this 


our Day, for Men to be cleanſed from their 


Corruptions, and to be brought to keep the 
Commandments of God; for the Apoſtle in 


the next Chapter ſaith, that Circumri/ienis nor 


thing, e, eee e 
„ Sg that 


4 er 2 Man obferves this Out: 
ward Obſervation, or the other, or whether 


it is not whether a Man obſer 


he doth 00 e e e e 
f the Commandments of God: And Bleſſed 
RR 5 are 
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but the Auſ er 
of a good Conſcience towards God, by-tbe Re. 
| reftion of Jeſus Chriſt. That which is really. i 
needful for Men to know, is the Work f 
clean by the Baptiſm of Chriſt, Which is witingn 

|, that ſa'they May be made _ 
truly Members of him, and brought to? wit» "i 


4; 


_ quires of it. 


all may come to join with, and be taught 13 
Wy +. 4 ik L 2 ; » £1 . | . 8 — — „ 18 


_ Marc they that do bis Commandments, that they 
_— oy have Right to the Tree of Life, and may 
& enter in through the Gate into the Holy City. | 

And fuch is the wonderful Goodneſs und 
Mercy of God unto Mankind, that he hath 
given ſo much of his Grace and Holy Spirit, 
a8 ĩs ſufficient to enable them to keep his Com- 
mands, according to the Apoſtles Teſtimony, 


NT. 2. 11. which Grace is ſufficient to give 
the Soul Victory over all that which is Evil, 
and to enable it to do all that the Lord re- 
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Fou that are Parents of Children, I tender- 


I yx entreat you to mind this Divine Grace, that 


inwardly appears in your Hearts, and in the 


Hearts of all People, againſt all that Which is 
Evil, that ſo, by taking heed thereunto, you 
Senf be Bleſſing in the Lord's Hand to your 


Idren. 


And all you Young People, into whoſe 
Hands theſe may come, let me prevail with 
you, to join with this Holy and Divine Grace 


of God in your own Hearts, which will teach 
you true Humility and Self denial; and it 
will preſerve you from. all the Evils that are 
in the World : And if you keep to it, and 


mind the Teachings of it, as you ought to do, 


you will witneſs the Bleſſing of the Lord, 


Which makes truly Rich, and adds no Sorrow. 


With it, to reft upon you, and your Peace 


and Comfort will be beyond what you will 


on 


* OW 


be able to expreſs in Words. 
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- Oh! how my Soul deſires and travails, that 


7 * 


„ Ao >, '  _=—_ 


= & 4 am Pm, ©*& 


6 "A = X, = 
OY 24 7 N = 8 
_— e 3 | 


: : = — = 6 = * „ 04 ny =. _ = 12 - 
: 9 n RI 4 —_— = = 
A; NP, RC” LCN 
o r = 
SR "OT p 5 Fang = 
hay 2 * * N : - c * 9 8 * E K P * 1 
1 - 7 N 8 ye . | oF - * * * 
1 AY * —_ 2 
1 N » ' © * - = EE IN -, N = 
1 . - : ; % J * * n * N =" OE 9 > _— + * 7 
6 | | 8 | 2 ages... 
A ; 8 7 , I 9 * . &; 3 
a — * * 2% | . ; : | FS 4 
q 4 _ * eat N 27 a 
1 4 1 + 8 1 * , 4 « 
* 5 4 1 ! * 
WM. N * 4 VY . 2% 
, I . * | 
p _ - : . 1 * 15 
"” . : 7 p 
. 
. 


22) this Divine Grace, that ſo thereby they maß 
'- . | be Taught to deny all Ungodlineſs and 

and Worldly Luſts, and to live ene 4 _ 
ath f teoufl , and Godly in this prefent Word, 
it, that fo thereby they may be brought into 
m- Favour with God: for the Lord is greatly 
„ | provoked to Diſpleaſure, becauſe of the Wick: 
We ednefs and Unrighteouſnefs that doth abound' 
il, amongſt People pretending to Chriſtianity.''® - 
re: Oh! Confider that you are accountable to 
. | Almighty Goch not only for "groſs Sins, as 
oe Swearing, Lying, Uncleannefs, and waſting 
raj of the good Creatures of Sod upon yo, 
;" | Lofts, but rememeber, That for every Idle 
18 | Word you ſpeak, you muſt give an Account 
* thereof in the Day of Judgment. Oh] that . ñ⁶ 
Ur the Senſe thereof might weightily ſeize upon 
all Hearts, that ſo there might be a true and KM 
| | thorough Repentance come unto amongſt Man- 
th kind; that the Lord, who in tender Mercy” 

+» | and Kindneſs, lock d down upon the Ninevites,” 

2 upon 3 and Humbling them- 
40 ſelves before Him, may be pleafed to look * i 
1d 59 in his Mercy upon the People mn this 
by And to you that are tender, whoſe Sins are 
a Burthen too heavy for you to bear, and are 
under. an inward Concern, how you may know' i 
! an Overcoming of them, turn your Minds” 
'® | inward, and retire to the Gift of God in your” i 
it | own Hearts; for Help is near, God has placed i 
bis Grace in yon, which is ſufficient for xoua- 
Wherefore do not ſeek without, but mind his 
15 Appearance within; although he may ap-' 
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peax as a Reproxer, it is to deſtroy that in you 
Which is not of himſelf ; that 10 he may rule 


Now, Dear Friends, you whom the Lord, 
in the Riches of his Love, has graciouſly vi- 
ſited. with the Bleſſed Day-ſpring from on 
High, ſee that you daily live in a Holy Senſe 
of ja nes and Mercy extended unto you 


through Jeſus Chriſt his Beloved Son; that ſo 


Fan may walk in great Humility, and Fear 
efore him, the Days you have o ſojourn here, 
that it may pleaſe Hum who hath done great 
things for you, to do yet more abundantly 
for ou; that the Complaint which was taken 
up againſt the Vineyard of Old, may never 
be taken up againſt any of you: read Jiah 
the.5th. For it is certain, that after ſuch 
Singular Favours and Kindneſs extended man 


ways, the Lord cxpedts Froits of Holineſs 


from us. \Tbergfore-.confider what Returns 
that your Fruits are unto Holineſs, that the 
End nay Everlaſting Life: For we find, 
althoug 


above all other People; yet becauſe they went 


into Evil things, they were to be puniſhed a- 
| 1 other People. Therefore have a care 
that you join not with the Wicked, in thoſe 


things which are diſpleaſing unto. God'; but 


be you ſeparate, and touch not the unclean 


thing in any kind 3 and then the Lord Will 


receive you, and his Care will be over you: 


8 that it he brings his Judgments in an heavy 
manner upon the Wicked, becauſe of their 
. RO Wickedneſs, 


” 9 nene e en 
P ; * N * 
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"2 Tragen r He will => 4 — of pros 7 
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da that 
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bios ſhall hurt you. Bu 


oy ; 
into Pride, or thoſe ivios that. 1 60 50 "hls the he: 


Lord, and will not be Ne 
mercifully ſtrives with You, he he will; 
lay his Hand eee, pon you... © 
And now to at. are mournin 
before the Lord, 


my Heart today unto you, r-Ci 
fort, The Lorin a p J Manner has. 
gard uuto you, and w en His Hand Will 
heavy upon the Wicked, His Care Will be 
great over you, as it h atl been over bis Peo-: 
ple throughout all Ages A the Wo old. 

We read, that the Lord's Care Was great 
over Noah (and thoſe other Righteous oY 


that were in the Old World) to Preſerve. him,. 


and his Houſhold, when his. Judgment Was 
Executed upon the Wicked. And when the. 
Lord deſtroyed the Sodomites, becauſe of theix 

great Sins, he had regard unto juſt Lot, a 


thoſe of his Family wha hearkened unto him, of 


and preſerved them alive. 
the Six Men unto Feruſal: 
ter Wants and one Man among them E748 


And when he ſent 


a Writer's Inkhorn by his Side; as we may. 
read in Ezekiel, Chap. . Verſ. — & 4: He 


that had the Writer's Inkhorn, was to 80 


through Jeruſalem, and to ſet a Mark upo 
them that Sighed and Cried for the W 
nations that were, 


and thoſe that had the MAE ſet upon them, 
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z, who had Slau gh- OY 
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mas doth abound amongſt Mankind, 10 18 in | 
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= look unto Him, in whom you have believed 
ad he will ſupport you by his Almif chty / 
Power, and in the End give You. LY aun 
of Glory, that will not . awa Which, | 
that you may, through a faithful following | 
of the Lord, obtain, is the ſincere Deſire of. 
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